
Minutes of 
Colorado SASIxp™ Users Group 

Steering Committee Meeting 
Monday, June 18, 2001 

 
Time & Place: 9:00 a.m., Adams County School District #12 Administration Building 
Present:  
Allen Bentz, Adams 14 
Ann Godfrey, Brighton 
Gary Murphy, Douglas County 
Jennifer Anderson, Aurora 
Jeremy Felker, Littleton 
Jim Anderson, Denver 
Liz Mobley, Widefield 
Marilyn Sonnkalb, Jeffco 

Patty Roundy, Sheridan 
Pete Denzin, Windsor 
Rick Tanski, Lewis Palmer 
Steve Bohlender, CIC 
Sue Warrick, Littleton 
Peggy Simpson, Boulder Valley 
Weston Kopp, Adams 12

 
Business Meeting: 

• SASIxp 4.5 release discussion 
o The first two supplemental releases must be installed immediately. 
o The first service pack is due out the second week in July, which should be inclusive 

of all resent supplemental releases. 
o Upgrades can be done directly from version 3.6 to 4.5. 
o Most districts present plan to complete their last new year rollover prior to installing 

version 4.5. All present plan to move to 4.5 this summer. 
o Some possible bugs in 4.5 were discussed. 
o Some bugs in various patched versions of 4.0 were also discussed. 
o Some details of the new year rollover process were discussed. 

• Fall User Day 
o The September 10 meeting is planned as a user day. 
o Topics can be decided at the August meeting. 
o Gary will make arrangements for the facility for this event. 

• NCS ABACUS Training in Colorado 
o Gary will inquire with Helene McMurphy regarding hosting a training in Colorado, 

provided that CSUG member districts can guarantee a minimum number of 
participants. 

• UNITE conference in July 
o Lis Mobley will attend the conference in Chicago as a representative of CSUG. 

• Online training group purchase 
o Gary has done some investigating and negotiating with Helene regarding the 

possibility of Colorado or CSUG purchasing online training for all districts. 
o Thus far the NCS offer has not been impressive. 
o Gary will continue negotiations. 



• 501-C3 Nonprofit Status 
o We received information recently from the IRS that we are not a non-profit 

organization, based on two recent court decisions. 
o Our attorney believes that our organization is significantly different from those in the 

two court cases. We have filed an appeal. 
o We still seek “tax-exempt” status. 

• November meeting 
o Will be moved to the 19th of November due to Veterans’ Day. 

• Colorado Atoms 
o Steve Bohlender reported from NCS that the October Count module should be 

delivered as a service release by the first week of July. 
o Development of the other state reports has been scheduled. Steve will distribute the 

development schedule to the CSUG listserve. 
 
Some Items from District Sharing: 

• Douglas County 
o Installing 4.5 today. 
o Have removed their beta version of ParentCONNECT and will be using ISIS 

exclusively for parent data access through the internet. 
o Discrepancies in discipline reporting and methods for dealing with discipline 

infractions from various schools in the district have lead to discussions among 
administrators across the district. (Several other district representatives present 
expressed similar observations during the ensuing discussion.) 

• Aurora 
o School just ended last Thursday. 
o New Year Rollover and 4.5 installation planned soon. 
o Their tests of 4.5 indicate that it is a good new version with few bugs found so far. 

• Denver 
o Shared schedule and plans for installation of 4.5. 
o Network problems are interfering with some of their DI “push” operations. 
o They are completing “cookbooks” with lists of features to test every new edition of 

SASI. 
o Have been encountering some problems with data loss in Test History. They have a 

five-member data-quality team to analyze data and notify schools regarding data 
clean-up needs. 

• Windsor 
o Plans NYR and 4.5 install in July. 
o Question about CSAP demographics data confirmation and what other districts are 

doing with this process. Consensus was that no districts intended to actually review 
and verify any of these data. 



• Littleton 
o When they register new students, then enter only the birth date in the search field to 

avoid duplicate file creation with slightly different surname spellings. 
o Will attempt to install 4.5 through terminal server which they hope will save time. 
o They have solved some problems and had some success in importing test data into 

Test History. 
o Agreed with others’ statements that there are major discrepancies in their discipline 

counts from school to school. 
• Lewis Palmer 

o Described problems and procedures he is using to deal with their transition to DI. 
o Shared information on their BOCES “Data-Mining Project” which is still in its 

infancy. The BOCES will gather data from CDE, assist districts in interpreting it and 
in exporting it to the districts for use in a variety of databases at the district level. 
Each regional BOCES is supposed to be involved. He is apprehensive and skeptical 
about the prospect. 

• Widefield 
o Reports that Extended Test History and the reporting on transcripts from this module 

still does not work in version 4.5. They plan to put CSAP and ACT scores directly on 
transcripts in Course History. 

o Liz is just back from two weeks of ABACUS training. The district has just purchased 
the module district-wide. They are now in the process of developing an 
implementation phase-in plan. 

o They are experiencing turnover in the district tech staff and having network problems 
as well. 

• Adams 12 
o Will be using ISIS in all their high schools for parent internet access to data. 
o Will pilot Excelsior’s “Pinnacle” grade book, attendance, and parent access product 

in three of their elementaries this academic year. 
• Brighton 

o Their secondary schools are going to “Pinnacle” this academic year, also. Ann 
believes there are problems importing attendance back into SASI in schools with 
block scheduling. Brighton will not be using Pinnacle for attendance. 

o Final NYR has been completed. 
o Has encountered problems with District Consolidation in 4.0 that are supposed to be 

fixed in 4.5. 
o They are planning to move forward with ELA implementation this academic year. 
o Ann asked a question about end-of-year reporting and the use of “No Show” which 

lead to a general discussion of problems with tracking students for the end-of-year 
report. Currently practices vary widely among the districts present. 

• Jeffco 
o They are currently running new year rollover and installing version 4.5. 

• Boulder 
o Plan to take down all SASI servers in July for NYR and 4.5 installation. 
o Have encountered a problem with students concurrently enrolled in two schools and 

the uploading of quarter grades (from the tech. school) into Course History at their 
traditional high school. The group tried to help trouble-shoot the situation; three 
possible options and trade-offs were suggested. 



• Sheridan 
o Unlike other districts, their school administrators have show no interest in the 

discipline data she submitted to CDE. 
o NYR has been completed. They will install new servers and 4.5 soon. 

• Adams 14 
o Upgraded from 3.6 to 4.5 over the weekend which went well.  
o Summer school has started today without major problems. 


