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SASIxp Impor t/Expor t –
Use I t For  More

Than Just Testing History

Welcome to today’s session

The presentation will begin in a few minutes

IT’S TIME TO BEGIN
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Introduction 

• Biography
– Rex Car ter  – Application Services
– Aurora Public Schools - Aurora, Colorado
– 32,000+ students
– 48 school sites using SASIxp v6.0 – DI

• Today’s format – slide show &  Impor t/Expor t Atoms
• Questions at any time - answers….maybe?
• House keeping
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Agenda

• Fly-by review of Impor t/Expor t Atoms
• Merge Impor t/Expor t’s into other  SASIxp instances
• Review/run 

– A Merge Def for  Impor ts/Expor ts
– Impor t Free/Reduced Meals into ASTU

• More Impor ts/Expor ts - samples
• Really Cool Impor t/Expor ts
• Auto schedule Impor t/Expor t tasks
• Questions/Discussions
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Terminology
(how to translate Rex-Speak)

• WAD – (W)orks (A)s (D)esigned -not the way you want, but it 
works as the designers intended (Ernie Flink, DCSD, 1999)

• Tr iangulation – SASIxp commonly builds things out of or  
processes things based on 3 items
– Same can be said for the Bermuda Triangle

• TXT files – text files – tab-delimited or  fixed length are common -
Used dur ing imports or  generated dur ing exports

• Destination files – where the data will end up
• Source files – where the data currently resides
• ZEN with your  data – you’ve really got to know your data and the 

relationships between files and fields
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Impor t/Expor t Tr iangulation
(plus two extra atoms)

• 3 pairs of atoms
– External File &  External Field Definition Atoms
– Map &  Map Field Atoms
– Map Group &  Maps in Groups Atoms

• Map Rules &  Map Rule Values
– Two extra atoms that orbit the tr iangle
– Used in Map Field Atom
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Impor t/Expor t Atoms –
An I llustration

SASIxp
Impor t/Expor t 
Tr iangulation

1

23

If you’ re using 
rules translations:
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When to Build What

• Define what the external file looks like
– External File Definitions Atom (which then launches)
– External Field Definition Atom

• I f you’ re using Translations:
– Map Rules Atom – field-to-field translations within one file
– Map Rules Values Atom - for  hard-coded translations 

• Define the mappings of data between Source and Destination
– Map Atom (which then launches)
– Map Field Atom – use Map Rules/Map Rules Values definitions
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When to Build What - I I

• Finish the settings
– Specify Source/Destination path
– Designate which school years and which schools by using

• Map Groups Atom (which then launches)
• Maps in Groups Atom

– Single Map Groups item or
– Multiple Map Groups items
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External File Definitions Atom 
Setup

Type 

Yr  &  School Qualified

Transaction File

Field Delimiter

Record Delimiter

Click on the “ Edit Field Definition”  button to launch the External Field 
Definition Atom
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External Field Definition Atom
Setup

Carry forward from 
External File Definition

DATA ADD Field names

Type – Alpha, Numer ic, or  
Date

Length

Decimal (if numer ic)

Position (if VarLen)

Usage – Key or  Tran Code

Value – constants

Edit Code
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Map Rules Atom
Setup

Name / Descr iption

Rule Type

I f No Match

Force Value – Enter  value to 
force if no match

Repor t Er ror  - checked

File – SASIxp files

Disable Lookup – unchecked 
Disable NextID – checked 
NextID Key – leave empty

Source / Destination – Field 
names

When using one SASIxp field value for  another :

I f Source value =  PERMNUM

Load Destination value =  STULINK
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Map Rule Values Atom
Setup

Name / Descr iption

Rule Type

I f No Match 

Force Value – Enter  value to 
force if no match

Repor t Er ror  – checked

DATA ADD 
Source/Destination – Enter  
Source /Destination values

When replacing a constant value for  another :

I f Source value =  1

Load Destination value =  F
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Map Atom
Setup

Source/Destination - Type 
and Name

If “ Ext”  from External File 
Definitions

I f “ XP”  – SASIxp filenames 

UDT, Add, Delete, Update 
UDT=User, Date, Time Stamps

Abor t (s) – 1-Highest Er ror

Abor t Count – set only when 
testing

Match Key - PRIMARY
Click on the “ Define Map fields”  button to launch the Map FieldsDefinition 
Atom
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Map Fields Atom 
Setup

Carry forward from Map 
Atom

Source/Dest Fields – fields 
from XP files or  from Ext 
File Def

Lookup Rules – select from 
Map Rules/Map Rules 
Values

Expression – “ constants”

Required – Y/N

Error  – same as abor t level

Log – Y/N
Required,  Er ror , and Log can be left at defaults 
– N,9,N
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Map Groups Atom
Setup

Name / Descr iption

Source / Destination Paths –
folder  location of files to be 
processed

Src/Dest Data Source –
always “  <non-ODBC>”

Source Years/Schools

Log File – name of file

Overwr ite

(uncheck to “ append” )

Click on the “ Edit Maps in Group”  button to launch the Maps in Groups 
Atom
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Maps in Groups Atom
Setup

Carry forward from Map 
Group Atom

DATA ADD –from Map 
Atom settings

Source File – enter  file name 
Dest. File – enter  file name

Success/Error  File - optional

Action 

Click on the “ Process Map Group”  button to launch the impor t/expor t 
process – Kids, don’ t try this at home without adult supervision
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Impor t/Expor t – Merge Definitions
Step 1

Pre-requisite:  copy the new 
AIX* files into the target 
folder

Launch Merge Definitions 
Atom

Click on “ Merge”  button to 
load new import/expor t 
definitions
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Navigate down to folder  that 
contains the new AIX* files

After  highlighting the target 
folder , click on the “ OK”  
button

Impor t/Expor t – Merge Definitions
Step 2
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Impor t/Expor t – Merge Definitions
Step 3

New definitions will load into 
display window

Be sure to confirm the 
“ Exists, will replace”  – don’ t 
overwr ite existing definitions 
with the same name

Click on “ Save”  button to 
merge the new into the 
existing AIX* files

Click on “ OK”  at the 
warning
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Impor t/Expor t – Merge Definitions
Step 4

As each definition is merged, 
status will change to 
“ Successfully Merged”

You’ve now got the new 
impor t/expor t 
definitions in your  
SASIxp instance

Rex, review/run a Merge Def for  a suite of  Impor t/Expor t settings
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Review and Run an Impor t 
Free &  Reduced Codes into SASIxp

• Access to Free &  Reduced info within SASIxp is 
controlled/limited

• Nutr ition Services generates the TXT file
• TXT file is in tab-delimited format and contains correct 

data
• Process is run at DI
• Results in ASTU files are downloaded via the Taskserver ’s 

nightly download process

�

Rex, review/run a Free/Reduced Impor t
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More Impor ts - Samples

• Standardized tests – ACT, SAT, state achievement
– Multiple test par ts via one impor t process

• Add a blank test record for  teacher  data entry
– School Staff don’ t have to “ Data Add”
– Immediately enter  scores, save, next student

• Spr ing test scores into last fall’ s test record
– Can measure fall-to-spr ing growth from one test 

record
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More Expor ts - Samples

• Nightly expor t of student data for :
– Nutr ition Services – synchronize PCS database 

students with SASIxp
– Medicaid – add, change, delete students’  Medicaid 

ID’s in synch with SASIxp Id’s
• Expor ts for  other  agencies/consultants

– Class listings with data from ASTU and AMST
– Use Map Rules to translate SASIxp codes into 

prescr ibed format/codes (see Really Cool 
Impor ts/Expor ts)
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Really Cool Impor t / Expor t’s 
Table Definitions Maintenance

• Revise one school’s table values at the DI  instance
• Use QUERY to expor t the table/values

– Rex, show them ATBLEXP.TXT as an example

• Use impor t to load ATBLEXP.TXT values into the 
other ’s school’s ATBL

• Use DI  download to push those changes down to the 
schools

�
What used to take about 2-3 hours of manual 
data entry, now takes about 20 minutes of 
expor t/impor t and then scheduling the 
download
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Medicaid Reimbur$ement
An I llustration

APS - SASIxp DI  
Instance

a
APS Medicaid

State Medicaid 
(COMBS)

Export to 
APS 

Medicaid

Import into 
COMBS

Update new 
ID’s –

Notify APS 
Medicaid

Import new 
Medicaid 

ID’s

COMBS submits 
reimbursement to APS 

Medicaid

-$-
-$-

-$-

APS has 
significantly 

increased Medicaid 
reimbursements

�
Submit reports to 

COMBS

COMBS 
reviews/approves 
reimbursement

Monthly QUERY’s to 
report Health Clinic 
visits by Medicaid 
students – run by 

school
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Really Cool Impor t / Expor t’s
Student/Class/Section – From ACLS

• Map Rules
– Use StuLink from ACLS to pull in student demographics from 

ASTU – ID, Name, Grade, Ethnic, just about anything that’s in 
ASTU

– Use ClassLink from ACLS to pull in Course, Title, Section ID 
Teacher  #, and Teacher Name from AMST

• Within the Map/Map Fields Atom, use ACLS as the Source file
• Map Groups – Set schools to encompass all (or  just the range of) 

schools to export
• Run a pre-requisite QUERY that temporar ily populates the ACLS 

field “ L inkType”  field with the AMST TchNum field
• Maps in Groups – Create new or  append if doing ranges of schools

Rex, review/run a multiple expor ts within setting
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Auto-Scheduling Impor t/Expor t

• I tems to use
– IMPEXP.EXE in the \SASIXP folder
– Notepad to create batch file
– Task Scheduler  - Windows 98/NT/2000/XP 
– Must be Zen with syntax

• IMPEXP.EXE runs selected Maps in Groups defined 
within SASIxp from a DOS command prompt

• Task Scheduler  sets up impor t/expor t on a scheduled 
or  run-on-demand basis
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Really Dinosaur  DOS Stuff –
Use Notepad to create Batch file

• Open Notepad
• Enter  the following items in the correct CASE-

SENSITIVE syntax:
– Dr ive/folder  location of the IMPEXP.EXE
– IMPEXE.EXE
– Parameters “ enclosed in one set of quotes”

• SASIXPUSER = user  name (case sensitive)

• SASIXPPWD = password (case sensitive)

• group = NAME OF IMPORT (case sensitive)

• Name and save as .BAT file
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Notepad Example –
KILLEREX.BAT

Drive/folder

IMPEXP.EXE
Open quotes

Username &  
password

Group = 
Impor t/Expor t 
name

Save as…
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Use Task Scheduler
to schedule impor t/expor t process

Windows XP, look for :
C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Star t Menu\Programs\Accessor ies\System Tools
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Add New Task

Click on Add 
Scheduled Task

Click on Add 
Browse button

Highlight file, 
click Open
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Run the Task 

Open the Scheduled 
Tasks Folder , 
highlight the task, 
and click on the 
File/Run option

A no-fr ills DOS 
command prompt 
will open and the 
called impor t/expor t 
will begin 
processing

Rex, show how to schedule an expor t and how fast a scheduled impor t can run
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SASIxp Impor t/Expor t –
Use I t For  More

Than Just Testing History

Questions / Discussions
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SASIxp Impor t/Expor t –
Use I t For  More

Than Just Testing History

The End

Thanks for  attending today’s session


